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31 | PSALM 118: LET US REJOICE

WHEN TO SING | This is one of the seasonal psalms for Easter. Appropriate for use on

THIS SONG | any and all Sundays of Eastertime in all three years (A, B, and C), this
song is particularly suitable for Easter Sunday in all three years, the
Second Sunday of Easter in all three years, and the Fourth Sunday of
Easter in year B, when it is the psalm of the day. You may sing the
refrain by itself throughout the season as a Gospel Acclamation, or
anytime an alleluia is needed.

HOW TO SING | If aninstrument is available, the refrain should be played through once,

THIS SONG | and then intoned by the cantor or songleader. It is then repeated by
all. The refrain can also be sung without instrumental introduction or
accompaniment, but the verses are most successful with piano or
guitar accompaniment. If no one is capable of singing the verses, they
may be recited. All sing the refrain once after each verse.

MOVEMENT | As a simple gesture, have the children raise their hands in praise
AND GESTURES | whenever they sing “alleluia!”

BACKGROUND | Psalm 118 originally referred to the initiation of a non-Jew into
TO THIS SONG | community with God’s people. It is an exuberant song of praise and
wonder at God’s action in our lives. This all-powerful God intervenes in
our lives and saves us! The Jews recognized this over and over in the
ways that God saved them from utter destruction, as at Passover.
Christians experience it most clearly in the resurrection of Christ.

Keyboard accompaniment to the song, and an alternate text for the refrain can be found in the
accompaniment volumes of “Gather Comprehensive,” published by GIA Publications, Inc. If you wish to
photocopy the music in this book, contact GIA for reprint permission.
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Verse 1, 2
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1. Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s
2. The hand of the Lord has struck with pow'r, God’s
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live a - new, de - clar- ing the works of the Lord.
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has brought won-der to our eyes!

Text: Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Marty Haugen, © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: Marty Haugen, © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.
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